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SODAK SUPREMACY ULTIMATE CANADA

All the prairie pothole hype is legit — Manitoba Honkers
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will fuel your passion and

These must-do stateside destinations
not require a second mortgage
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strating than a bad

e hunted with

1
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DITOR'S NOTE: There is nothing better than a good guided hunting trip and ferw things more fru
g money over to an owtfirter by speaking to individuals who }
utfitter won't produce

one. Do some vesearch prior to handing

5 fishy, and it’s a red flag if an o

them about their experiences. You will know if something sound
comtacts. For these trips, check out Getducks.com and Ramsey Russell.
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You may not feel like 2
complete waterfowler
if you haven't at least

dreamed of going after a tundra swan,
and the go-to place to do it is Nosth
Carolina. where some outfits run
success rates close to 100 percent. The
Mattamuskeet Refuge area is the hub of
hunting North America’s largest Jegal
waterfowl. It’s a simple outing and af
fordable for this ultimate trophy. Hunts
run 3550 to $600 with lodging per day
for up to three guys. so you and xfew
buddies can have a three-day package
and that’s about all each of you will pay
in the end. "My kid cet there mowing
grass this summer could afford this
hunt, Go for two or three days. so you
can pick a nice mature bird and enjoy
it,” Ramsey Russell of Getducks.com
says. “Instead of secing a few you will
see hundreds if not thousands, and
when you get your swans you can
chase pintails, scoters, long-tails and
all kinds of fun stuff” Expenence boat
blinds for decoying ducks mn the shallow
flats, true traditzonal East Coast tidal
hunting, It’s the place to go o get your
hand on a beautiful plumed out swan
for taxidermy in January

Historic Chesapeake
gets all the hype, and

Delaware Bay is not on the radar of
many hunters, but it should be. One
of the biggest bodies of water on the
East Coast is home 1o massive Jedges
where deeper waters come right up
to oyster shoals and the hunting is
terrific for white-winged, surf and
common scoters. Experience classic
layout boat hunts, with plenty of cool
prions if the weather gets too rough
for sea ducks, Chase mallards, geese,
black ducks or branr, or score that
trophy long-tail in a place that also has
plenty of Eastern Shore-style Canada
goose hunting. “We guit booking
Maine because weather can screw
you up so quick and there'’s not much
you can do when you can't chase sea
ducks.” says Russell. It's a good trip
1o bring spouses along, because it is

widfowlmag.com

surrounded by civilization, yet it has
fantastic hunting aad is off the beaten
path, withour the pressure of the
famed bay to the south. An affordable

PRESENTED BY

hunt at $250 to $300 per day, and it's
not too expensive 1o get 1o, because
any major airline flies 1o Baltimore
or Washington D.C.
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8 GREAT HUNTS: BEST BANG PER DUCK

When guys say “green-
heads™ the Northwest
is not the first place
that comes to mind...ver. Editor
Skip Knowles cut his teeth on mal-
lards in the Columbia Basin, with
absolutely no idea how good he had
it, With a seven greenhead limit
and tornadoes of pintail, wigeon

and Canada geese flocking through
castern Washington, this is one of the
most consistent bets in the country.
Russell’s hunts run $350 a day and
for 31,500 you can get lodging meals
and everything for a three-day hunt,
There are many reputable cutfitters
at all levels hunting Washingron
on both public and private lands.

Public opportunities
in the Deep South are
gerting tougher, but
private land hunts with ourfirters are
becoming more affordable, and this
15 a place vou just have to experience.
Duck country down here is so dif-
ferent from the rest of the U.S,, with
some of the best dirt in the nation
in regions with the lowest, wettest
spots imaginable, places where riv-
ers come tegether and the flooding
creatres some of the best habitat in
the world. Cypress breaks, ag fields
and flooded impoundments host
mallards, gaddies, teal, wigeon and
Just about everything else. For $350
a day in Tallahatchie County you
<an stay in an antebellum plantarion
home and enjoy top-notch meals and
drinks on the delta, where in spots so
many mallards rrade back-andforth

. at eyeball level around the refuge

you won't believe it. Mississippi is
stmply full of great guided hunts ar
all levels.

Thousands of acres of imp
ments and standing floode
are routine on private land
you can bring your boat and
CGolumbia, McNary and othe
scartered around the big river’
refuges. Southern Idaho is «
short stopper of greenhead
and can be excellent, too.

Come pay homage to

the duck motherland,

a place thar produces

bards, stages birds, and funnels millicas
ol spring snows when they come back
throngh. I the snows get stalled due
%0 weather. you're in for the trip of a
Efetime. Russcll doesn’s book North
Dakota trips but does make referrals

- and that Devil's Lake region is some-
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thing special, he says. Where else but
NoDak can yvou legally hammer 15
Canada geese in the month of Auguse?
For $350 a day, you can have British
Columbza-style bag limits, Nobody is
shooting 15 Canadas per man per day
(the birds are just 100 ough o dial
that efficiently) but some of the guys
have killed 10 or so apiece.

“Six of us shot 65 big resident birds

one day, so it happens,” Russel
Great mallard hunting is a gi
central ND, and the state’s las
set up so outhirrers have o p
many of the same rules as re
hunters. “It’s 2 mighty damn.
state,” Russell says. "I know
going out there for 15 years wh
get off the beaten path far enon
avoid compesition.”
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TEXAS PANHANDLE CRANES

One of the best kept

secrets for years, a sand-

hill crane hunt on the
Texas Panhandle i¢ at the top of our
list. Thousands of tiny glaczal lakes left
after the Ice Age are scattered across
terrain now surrounded by countless
acres of beef country full of wheat com,
milo and soybeans. The result: a vase
and beauriful habitar. Some lakes have
ducks, others geese, srill others cranes.
Most lakes offer a mixed bag of teal,
wigeoa and mallards right at daybreak
and then geese are the ke arrivals doing
their thing along with the cranes. “A

For duck and goose
hunters. this is para-
dise, and it’s no longer
a secret. Kansas has been getting lots
of attention because the central area is
simply unbelievable, and gusded hunts
arc reasonable at $300 to $350 a day
with Jodging for skies filled with mal-

KANSAS DUCKS & GEESE

guy can go out and shoos ducks, geese
and score a bonus crane on any day,”
Russell says, “Texas has always been

Tards, teal and wigeon. Goose hunts can
get legendary in a hurry when flocks
froup up cn masse, and the limits are
relaxed by U.S. standards. There is good
public hunting at Cheyenne Bottoms
and Quivira (among others) for those
willing to do their homework, and
some of the country’s best gunning for

the place to go 10 shoot cranes and it
hasn’t slowed a bit.” Affordable, from
$250 a day and up.

wild upland birds if you like to chase
peainie chickens, pheasants and quail for
afternoon fun. The stare has a wonder
ful cooperative private land farming
(WTHA is a program for public-private
hunting) that can turn up seme gems,
wo. Kansas is pow definitely on the list
of places vou need to visit.

| ARKANSAS MALLARD MECCA

Stuttgart? Sure, you

gotta do . Bur there

is so much more to
Arkansas, Example: One of Russell’s
favorite hunes is just over the border
heading nocth out of Moaroe, Lousiana,
where a wide spot in the road called
Wilmont, Arkansas, just may be near
heaven for the duck man, It hardly has
a place to ear, but one of his cutfitters
has 300 acres located in the middle of
2 6,000-acre federal sanctuary, a foew
hundred vards from where 100,000
mallards sit all day Jong. With a 10-man
blind, they limit neardy every day. "1
coukdn®t believe it, 1 didn't want to hunt
with nine other guys, but 1 looked out
and my whole peripheral vision was full
of moving flocks of mallards.” Russell
said, “There are little X's in chis world
and this boy has it. Ten people with
limits by 10 a.m_" be says, “and they
did that all but one day of the entire
season.” Pony up $600 for this dream
hunt, with lodging and meals

wiktowdmag com




We have never hunted
wearing wooden clogs,
but maybe it’s time. In his
giobal rock-flipping 1o seek out great
: fowling, Russell turned up a ringer
S the animal-rights hub of Holland,
sl all places. Land in Amsterdam and
L ey the town, then head ourand hunt
| in one of the best places in the world
180 shoot a bamacie goose. which is “a
“Beaunifl bird, vocal, roughly the size
{ d'a Rosss goose, vaguely similar to a
EBeane.__and they dz’t'o‘\ like frat bays to
pickel beer,” Ru&w.l] says.
Some hunts are over decoys while
wehers involve hiding on an X in this
goese paradise with no pressure. It'sa
pordial ver casual hune. “Sometimes
P¥ou are on the X and you can make
angels cry killing geese, and other
$Ou aré running traffic, hunting
Mhhml\ or buried in the reeds,”
uys. “It's the newest goose hu'*tm!_,
gion and one of the best.™ Bar-
: gn:}lag, white-front and Egypian

imagine, 3 place in

Alaska called Cold Bay

has some of the hotrest

sea duck action on the

et Fly into the town of Cold Bay
"hthc Aleutians and fish for salmoa.,
trosit or grayling and akso shoot

gan, mallands, pintail and teal,

b
B
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8r on chase harlequins and sea

or callect your Eurasian wigeon.

. .f 1 the definitive trip of a lifetime
D fior 2 fall week, it better b,

| starts in Sepeember, when
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gecse join giant muLe Swans, wigeon,
mallards and more on the menu. Ir's a
trip for species collectors and those who
have done it all, and one of the best on
which o bring a non-hunting spouse
because the hosts will entertain with
tours and other fun. Do it now, because
they will eventually ban the sport in
this extremely ant-hunting country,
Holland even has an Animal Party
in their government that got 180,000
votes and a few seats in the House
of Representatives! It takes

the five subspecies, 3 massive duck that
will rest your toughest waterfowl Joads.
Some people who come up here come
back year aftenyear ar a different time

HUN'LS

reams of

paperwork for the guides to even be
able to host hunzers. The stupendous
gunning, ironically, exists because of
decades of over protection of the geese,
Plan your mip foe spring. fall or summer.
On an average day vbu will shoot 15
to 20 birds, but when the stars line up
you can sheot a hundred graviags, a
big goose up to 10 pounds. All kinds of
weird bands are collected, 100. Europe
is expensive, (fuel is neardy 539 a gallon)
s0 the hunt 15 pricey at 54,600 for five
days (excluding ammo and tips).

in the season and report that it’s like
four different expersences. Trophy sea
ducks, brant and eiders are main peizes
but by no means the sole targess.
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If there’s something
cooler than ditching
the dead of winter in
the states and heading to Margaritaville
to shoot brant and ducks in T-shirt
weather in January, please tell us what
it is. Head to Obregon on the Sea of
Cortez or go south from Californza o
chase birds in Baja, your choice. The
Obregon hunt is booked up for some
time but is the option where you can
hunt ducks and doves, oo (WF staff
scored a cinnamon teal here on the
first day last year). Baja, on the other

hand, is about §$1,500 cheaper: From
\.m Diego vou will pay $2,300 for a

hree-day humt with allinc Tuded excepe
ammo and gude wps (Obregon is 53,880
and up). The outfitter will pick you up
m San Diego to bunt Baja for a classic
brant hunt on salt flats where you play
the tide and ger a crack at esghr or so
birds a day (may be more liberal next
year, as the Pacific birds are doing quite

well).

You will stay in a hotel and enjoy
the fresh seafood Baja is renowned
for, with one of the highlights being a
Sarurday night feast. One of the gude
staff takes you to their home and cook

brant, oysters. clams, stone crab ¢laws
and more food straight out of the bay:
A big Baja feast, while vour friends in
the Midwest are freezing to death! Trips
run in January and February.
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8 GREAT HUNTS: BEST BANG PER DUCK

Disney Land for duck
hunrers, Las Flores is
just over an hour west
of Buencs Aries by carz. It's a Jonger flight
than Mexico. but the duck hunting is
simply extraordinary. “It's my favorize
duck hunt in the world. The truzh of
the matter is | can't find a better duck
hunt than Diego (Munoz, who Get-
ducks.com has hunted with for years
2owl.” says Russedl. “You are going to
shoot your birds, end of discussion.
We have divested ourselves of most
of the hoiry-toiry lodges. The upscale
lodges invest too much in the hiestyle
aspect, in my opinion, and as soon as
you get a tough water year or a little
drought, they start making all Xinds
of excuses, We've found that even rich
chients really care more about gesting
their birds than fancy lodging. We have

tons of repeat customers who go with  English baron, this ain't it. Argentina There are more classic hunts in La
Diego and will not hunt anywhere  overall is simply astounding, with al Paz and other areas far north of BA to
else” In other words, if you want to  maost no hunting pressure from locals experience, but they are 8 hours from
stay in a polo pony estate owned by an  and only widely scattered outfitrers. the big city you must fly into by car.

A typical day in Las Flores involves
a torrid dawn shoot of 50 ducks per
gun and a nice casual evening bonus
hunt of 15 o 20 birds. You will hunt
more than a dozen species of ducks,
from beautiful chilo wigeon and tree

“you are going
f ‘/,\ N e SN 0 shoot your
“The only waterf{owl o "K'fz'é\su'a'i?‘._ffgifﬁlff 4 birdS, eIId Of

choke good enoughfory Sylvania, GA 30267 discussion.”

,the Duck Commatider’,. 800-587-2779
www.kicks-ind.com L e s ,
T ducks to a wild array of ringed, spot-
ted, silver and other teal, with loads

KICK’S "'gh F'yer ‘ ut::'()sy b)llc.:d pu...]mrf;.’.s and st unning
white-checked pincail. Expect lots of
close shooting, good food, a gorgeous
landscape and mild weather, When it's

# scorching hot across the ULS. in late
July, it’s just above freezing ar night
and in the 50s all day in Las Flores.
Ducks for dollars there's no exoric

hune thar quite compares: 52,475 fora
3-day duck hunt (guns, ammo extra).

Home of Award Winning: “Smoke” Clay

Competition “Gobblin Thunder"! Turkey, Sadly, you can no Jonger bring ducks
“BuckKicker Buckshot"/ Deer back for the wall, 7‘.

| DIAGONALLY-PORTFD SAFCLTY CHORES
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Northway Outfitters) were still just |

being harvested. That meant the
birds were farther to the south, which
also meant a 90-minute drive to hunt
every day and 3 am. wake-up calls, If
[ had been with group of buddies, we
might have buzzed by the southern
flocks and been scratching our heads

up your local customs agent at the
nearest airport. They are a wealth
of knowledge, and will provide the
right forms.

CANADA RISING

The first morning was wrought with |
anticipation, and we weren't disap- |

The Whites and blues
were on the deck, dropping and
rising with the rolling prairie.

wondering where the ducks and pese
were; another reason to urtilize an
outfitter or soout,

Also, if you're going to.

poumd.&wwsbaﬂmd'frmths

thhcrlfmds Duck Huntmor

The small

vounrey’s ichilie culrare, nds histary, and “YoendBest guides ever et” complement

Best congples hunting trip ever is how guests qualify Nethedlands.

this superior noose hunting eaperience. The bamacle guose luamting is unrivaled.
Grevlags, whate fromts, and l’::_"\ll?‘iil‘h are plentiful. Lenw the waders - koee boots
are perfectly fine, Inclusive S—cay package begins in Amsterdam. Netherlands goose

Bunts ase avssbihle voly thanugh GerDucks.cmn, the foremeos necognized

buddy Jack Jameson of Beretta, Curtis
Arnold of Sure Shot and the rest of
the gang. Draped in white and butrs
planted on the ground in those silly
foxholes, it must have looked like we
were all on the commode, absent the
Sunday paper.

But soon the action turned very
Canada-csque. Mallards and pinzails
rushed the decoys as we swatted
mosquitoes. Our guide Walrer kepe
razzing us over our kackluster shooting:
“Wished 1 was the owner of thar Hevi-
Shot, ¢h?” Walter had set the spinner
to our backs. | guess he thought the
ducks would cup ouz froat on their
way to the megion. Bur with the wind

(ii)
)
G )

expert for mnematioeal wizgshooting and coopliy bird hunting. f .
; F
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