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it doesnt get better than.Argentina

THE Tv CAMERA GUYS WERE
pouting. and MOJO mogul Terry
Dremmmom was growing frustrated. Once
agrann. ar the urging of ourtfirer Diego
bunoz, my old friend. the entire party
had linired with way too many docks
before the light was very good e TV
work, Smsoking s barvels showed we
were pretry much all guilty, Denmon
inchaded.

“We potta get one thing straight,”
Denmom started, making o clear this
coitld ot keep Fappening because he'd
come o film MO0 Owtdoors, Bt it
did happen, again and again, tojust o
a slightly less degree. A lirtde differemt
fromn the noemal TV experience where
you pray for enough scrion o can a
shoar Wi kepn blowing it became we'd
all been to Argenting and had good
shooting before, but this year was
different. The hbuntng was ridiculous

Finishing fast pE-e_-.me-: Mo, as he
cheseesy't Bk bor bazrm has duck holes. We
were honring a couple hours novth of

Diepos base camip in Las Flores where

he outfits with is lovely wife Cody.
There was @mply 2 lot more warer o
the north dhis year. That's wiat makes
Diege such a top duck killer—he will
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go where the dicks are; most ourfiters
here will nor. And despice the shilt in
locale we were sall just a few hours
drive from Buepos Aires, in the same
grassy flat Brmlands and o ooty
that teems with ducks.

Ao of wrater had come 10 norchern
Argentina. and Diego lives for that
Three vears prior, we had been fyhsunge
Patagomia when dire ceports carme im
thet the noeth was Jooding and people
in Buenos Aires were suffering. Vouw
wild have thought Diege had won
the kattery, e was s happyy. This year,
he had been tormusing
s for months with ne-
poris of the lights-out
duck hunting, Mewr
it s lace July, and
Tinally it was our num

Gone were the
comfortable blinds
at the edge of the wa-
ter of past years: all
submerged, We sood
in @ deep cold marsh
i the reeds, ammo
pouches nnderwaner.
A large American fel-

lovar teenk 3 wwrim after

Bageing exotic ducks and bonding with buddies...

stumbling. It was tough wading and
Denmon’s strange-looking new wadimg
staff proved as beillmnt as hoe maemete
Pick Suick was for packing up empoy
shells on these volume shoots,

Withour a staff, you were just one
nutria hole avway froma dunking, bat
all that is forgotten the second 2 gun
goes off. Mild weather, mobs of birds
and epic food and camaraderie, .it'5 a
heady miz when yow are with guys
whe know how 1o keep it fun. It's
hard 1o get in a bad mood. imypossible
T STAY §EL O
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THE THURDER DOWN LINDER

"Wy o dex tha?” Diego shoured,
after e had sgreed 1o stop shoong, He
s falking to the ducks sill dropping
in and bovering right over us, "WHY
you do dart” he shouted, grabbing my
gun, stuffing shells in it and Blasting
away, The suave green-cyed Argen-
tine is a phenomenal shot, fast and
liquid smooth. He is a larger-than-life
characrer, crass but funny, 2 man who
speaks five languages and was halfway
through med school when he snapped
and went humting: for the vesr of his life,
starting Las Flores wingshooting and
lining up with Ramsey Russell, thae
plobe-rrotting waterfowd travel broker.

[Hego commented constantly on
my shooting, “Mice shot. ass-munch!™
he'd say when I clobbered a bird. He
says the exact same thing every time
I miss, bur with sarcasm,

The non-stop banter berween Den-
mon and Ramsey is 2 gur-buster, for
two sharper-tongued rednecks never
lived. And Dhego, even thougrh an oot
fitrer, is an honorary South American
redneck. Like when he tries 1o get me
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o shoot seme ferve-lookng predarory
bird stalking our spread.

“Kee] dat bard, Skipper, they car my
babw docks,” he'd say, pointing,

Mo way man, [ don't know what's
legal” I'd say.

“Ah. come oo, Muonch, shoat in, keel
dar mother

Terry cackled ar this exchange and
made fun of Dhege the rest of the trp,
a L'unni_ng_ir,:n]u:__ :I'.a.l:'in_g heix accent bur
sounding more Mexicin than Argentine,
with an odd Maacippd flaiz “Ah come
om, Skeeper, keel dar bird, chooe dat
rnddes.” Denmon would sy, pointing
r some harmless songhbind. “They eat
the baby srasshopeers, [ love my baby
grasshoppers..”

Lintlike rcst hunes down bere where
¥OUL Are jisT Starting your journey by
gerring to BA, with Diego you will
decompress from a t4-hour flight the
samie day you armve, just like we did:
Wade our inres a peedy small wegland,
deploy a couple doren decoys, kack
back and shyedy wodk into the chythan
of smacking teal and pantails thar are

humping it with a strong tailwind,
screaming over-the-shoulder-shors at
birds goning o fast they would carry
far From where you shor thenn, Thad a
blired v mayself, nice becawse mo rush
1o shoot, A few bieds buszed so fast
[ dicin't even get my gun op, and got
umned alod, A B voseyr-billed pochands
showed, the beg Black corn-earing duck
with the Iump nose thar is the prized
target dowmn here, bt mosthy the seven
specics of exotic teal showed along
with twor types of pintails. The sofr
white Argentine winter lighr bathed
us, a perfincr launch o che thp,

Mext morning, the excitement
thnammed in cur somachs as thowsands
of ducks fluzhed in the beadlights af
the truck befomes we theewr our decoys,
bards like gianc bats coming ar us in
the dark. Denmon was grinning ear
o car. When the shooting started at
dawn if was roseys vight, left, almost
ton much. Which is why we oot in
reouble wich the camera guvs,

be and Ramsey defended the left,
while Denmon and his girlfriend An-
nette Manpier took down bieds from
the right, Diegs running comimentary
non-suop, prodding everyone to shoot,
shoo, shoot...,

Drenmem still prefers U5 -soyle duck
hunting over South America, but loves
tr cotne here for the overall experience,
like gerting to hunt wild pigeoms over
decoys, which he koves. Lasked him why
he preferred Lonisians duck hunting
over the amazing shooting here,

“They don't tend to get as big Nocks
divern Fere,” he said, “and there's noch-
ing more exciting tham a big flock of
greenbeads. And the ducks here don't
decoy real well and they don't call
g, either,”

That 1 true: Guedes in Argenring
minzstly whistle ar the ducks. Maojos
are simnply murderous here, as lethal
a= when they very frst appeared in the
113, it’s a different expericnoe, Denmon
continned, in that the hunt camps
emphasize pood food and wine, and
relaxation. s a bit like eravelling back
im bime B oan older, less-industmialized
Arnerican landscape.

& loc of it reminds me of the raral
sourth where I grew up, and [ Like that.
Their farming methods are behind
Morth America’s Down here you zee
the pauchos iomaboys on actual heorses)
all crver the place, and they sull do more
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things wirh people than machines.”

Howrard Whybrew of Copped Up
Casdonrs, maker of the Mudkrat Huor,
waz i carnp, and shaving ducks over
bath water and land. His cameraman
Jeff Berg, an acoompliched ‘fowler from
Washingron state, noced that the roseys
were a real challenge o shoot. “For a
bayr duck: they really ooen and buen Tike
no mallard” Berp, who had never been
o Arpenting, was overwhelmed the
first momming when dozens of ducks
were downed in oo pime. Berg is the
kined of gy yo Jowe o meeet on these
trips. Another American in camp ex-
plained why he'does not see hunting
,ﬂ.]'gcnl;'inn As r|'i|:'i5r.__j||5: smart. Leon
Chetti, of Byram, Misssappd, owner
of Dy Tracks, [nc., wakes time away
from ronning 50 trucks o hont here
each year.

"I wrorked for 50 years withowtr a
wacation and ended up om ahunt down
here by asking someone 1if [ could
comye with theme | thought | needed
an invitation or something, Since then
[ve been six times. Also Unuguay and
Micaragua, but nothing compares o
a hune with Diego. The peason is, he
participates. He cats with us, goes
out in the ficld and bunts and calls
the ducks, . he's a handsomn aperate,
a wowkimg gruide who does his best o
rrake i the best bone you can have. 1
have already planmed three sevenday
trips for next year”

“And [hegn will go find the ducks,”
he conrimsed. “Orher goides have ome
spot and if it's a bad water year there,
well that's it. T met guoys on the plane
om the weay bere that said where they'd
plarmed to po i was Meoded our 5o e
outfirter told them they'd have 1o go
to Cordoba and go dove bunting, To
a duck hunter, thar ain't rmght.

“The expense is relatuve. Itz cheap
compared o the duck club rackes,”
spid Chetii. "Back home the only
clubs that kill any amoung of ducks
your have o spend a quarter-million
dodiars 1o join. On the river near me
they e bought up 4000 acres, created
a chaby, built $0-acre ponds and have a
fell-ramee arrendan , and juss the ducs
alone will pay for a seven-day trip to
Argenring where you will kill more
ducks in seven days than in 10 years
e the U5 with no standing in the
freczing warer wich ice all over you.
It's & no-brainer. This is wingshooter’s
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paradize. =

Ramsey books for Diege, but its
where he hunts, too, “IHepo’s deal =
wolurmee and shooting ducks. There are
Gancier lodpes, bot with Dhego wou ane
going to shoot your birds.”

Everyome in our camp theaght the
food was plenty RBncy. You wall ear
enough duck here 1o azsuage your
conscicnce. Roseybills prepared by cute
lictle Rosy, camap chef, are marinated
in am herb and epp batter, dredged in
crurmbs and freed Mikasesa soyle. Dieadls
With a glass of Malbec, we constanthy
wrecked our appetite before the main
courses of famed Argenting beef (re
garded as the bear in the world) and
stendy plares of Argentine enchiladas,
emnpanadas, more ducks, red deer_it’s
a culinary cultural immerson.

And the hunting i like compacring
a fewr seasons in the states intoe a few
days. A retriever could never keep up
here, You shoot unplugged guns, vet
omaby Tosed Do shells an a time becnise
vou will burn through your ammo
oo fast. And when the Toseys are

. thick, these big ducks push all the

precty smaller birds like minged real
and white-cheeked pintail out of the
arca. Itz a place a duck man needs to go
omee just to see the incredible species.

“Brazilians!” yelled Dvego and 1

Equipment ks 2004

swung and dropped a teal that honesly
gave me chills when [ held the bird
i1 hand. The enrire back of itz wings
shone metallic bue-green;, not just
the speculum

O on: evemnng feld sec onthe edge
of a2 muddy corn pond. loads of ducks
camye toward us bur rose too high ar
the last minute because of a powerime
in fromt of we Srill, we knocked down
five- or smix-dozen, incloding some
stunmer whire-cheeked pintails, one
of the more beautiful docks on the
planet, abong with a pile of whistlers.

Mezt day, Bameey and [ were hav-
i a slow hunt tucked in 3 big reed
patch, with no wind, when suddenby
the ey lit up and o did the shooting,
Rainstorms were dropping buckets
o us | admired the old bartle axe
gurting it out in his ratty wax cloth
jacket that Traouldn't et my dog sdeep
om, hunkered under an cqually old
Jones cap, his bele-bandolier of shells
ensuring hiz demize if he fell in, With
e hood, it raimed might doswn has neck.
1 was warm and dry ina fancy new
BANDED jacker.

"I'm fine, shoot, don't worey, this
ain't nothing,” he said when he saw
Y COMEErTL.

The mornings were abways a mad
shootzen-fest, but evenings could be
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THE THUNDER DO UNDER

like stateside hunting. Birds zipping in
rgrlr and left. promising 1o finish, only
to flare, hook the wind and blow out,
The next morming with Denmedn, we
waded into duck weed jus under ous
armpits, i deep, ookl water. Wi saw no
birds at all. Trest your guide. [t came
o like 3 switch. Dhicks hovered all
arcund the Mojo like moths at a Ramse,

Eady in the trip, | had sar shot the
greatest, so Dhego took s for an eve-
ning prpeon shool, a mrick thar always
makes his hunters improve, Difficuls
shaots in the trees on higheflying birds,
aned I shot 3 ferar dozen squah. The nest
day T could not miss ducks. We all
have those days when we couldn'T hi
wearer if we fell out of a boat, bug the
inverse is true, too, Down here, you
can really hit your groove. | ws soap-
shooting the afterburmer zipping-pas
barde like aaervous owicch, ripling a
few rimes, and somehow sucking to
earih a pair of whisters so high they
shiould have heen “seats kocked and 1n
the upright paston” You forger how
lerhal a shargun can be.

[t mever pets old. Just as the hunts
srart to feel roitine, ree ducks show
up, or whire-faced whisters, or gos-
genus chilo wigeon. or sitver real...

Dervsom shot sowell | started calling
Rim Terry Demoen, Like he says, the
shooting is cool, but it's the broader
experience. T went for a mid-day jog.
trying 1o ran away from all that food,
and passed & gushing stream. Young
and old people were haoling out car-
fish and soene kind of bass. Hiking
up & country lane, 1 wondered why
this enrige country i more crammed
with birds than back home. Brown
upland rockets, pendiz, feed all over
the soadside while giant pigeons flock in

the trecs, amid huge nests of porpeoas
green parakeets bursting from every
mther cucalypius tree. Glant, heavy,
raptor-koking bieds called “soreamners
glare fram the fields. And, of course, las
palomas— doves, doves, dowves,

Seeing these strange things 15 why
tranved is e, Like aransdom pile af
smiall snabees sull wigoling in the rosd
e o theorized thar 3 huge bivd of prey
had caten poo many and puked them
up. Then there was the injured green
parakeet thatr became Dicgo’s buddy,
girring on his shoulder in the marsh.

Oine memnorablke shoot was the showes,
a mooming bt in tall reeds i woo-decp
water, due o 12 more inches of rain
flooding the country just prior fo cur
visit, blowing oot roads and railways.
Piritail and teal swerwed i left, and we
Boest them in the son. Whe were oo close
te Rarnsey and Leon. burt it becamne a
goad time, more like a dove hunt, = we
vedled back and forth, Ducks crumpled
a5 thiew e ower owr frsend's blind, then
i a frew seoonds later vou
hear the shots,

I challenged [Hepo
o a triple, bur just
then oano long skinmy
ducks flashed in the
sun and headed owr
way_. whire-cheeked
pintails! My favorite,

Yo £o8 rig'ht. 1 gral
e 1 sasd. doreen oo ny
last shell as they camne
in straight bat high. 1
swung through from
the rear until the bind
disappeared. just like

112 WHILDFEN. Magerne | BQuprmer 1o 2018

daddy taught me, Diego fired in umison,
both ducks splashing Behand ne. It had
taken us 2 few husaes vo get our share,
bur hunting with an old buddy was
a5 pood as it geos, and at times we'd

wrecked flocks of roseys hike Texans
bangring real.

Cmae fimal morning shoot was one
big fluid memory that slowed time.
W started being mere selective as o
coallectve conscuousness 1old us a grand
moament was unfelding, one of those
vou live for, We started letting all the
rverhead smpers have 3 pass akoesy with
the Backside swingers bocanes Far more
than we coild ever shoot were doing
it right: bow and strageht in

That is why youo suffer theough thas
I flight. The cetly bad dhang abow
buaniring Argentina? YWell, the shooting
does gee 3 itle oo bot for TV cameras

ar Hmes -
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Argentina Duck Hunting

Ready to pull the trigger?! Our selection of destinations were carefully
hand-picked from many to ensure superior hunting experiences.
Something for everyone - programs include ducks and client-favorite
combos to alse include your preferences for doves, pigeons, perdiz,
trophy game or fishing, Review hundreds of guest testimonials at our
webzite or follow us on social media for real-time updates. Conract
Ramsey Russell to discuss the best duck hunting of your lifetime.

Rt Rmells
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BB cau 1 566.438.3897 today orisit Get Ducks.com




