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FEET DOWN,
LIGHTS OUT

SMALL S5PREADS FOR BIG EARLY GEESE
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- Goose Bumps & Chills
in the Texas Heat

Intensely beautiful in flight, bl

much more than a harbinger of duck season

IT TooK somE TvE, eUT I rvanny
fgured out why southerners are CraEy
It’s the bugs.

Thas epiphany on southern SaniLy
struck me while hunkering in a blind
i soarth Texas at daybreak abour the
third time a flock of teal entering my
peripheral vision tursed out oo be a
swarm of grant mosquitoes.

Teal season 15 gicky-pross-hot EvETY-
where, but in Texas just off the Gulfin
September, the heating is & throbhing
extreme, And as [ was looking these
Tex-sized sheeters over for neck collars
and leg bands, Majo founder Terry
Drenamm, wrho is as ¢ TRmLTY a5 @ stick
of firewood,” to borrow a Mississippi
sxpresgion, was hunkered Beside me.
staring at the sky. I rold him my rev
elation about “why ya'all be crazy”
He responded without the ero ol a
man whe struck it big and changed
warertowling forever, but with the
selfdeprecaring southern skin he iz
much more comforrable in,

“What thiryre crazy abeut is hunt-
ing,” he said. “Why ya'all always pick
ing-om 1S poor ignorant sourherners,
just ezuse we doat know o berer”

Juzz ehen, anocher flock of veal charged
imto the speead and committed suicide,
trying hard oo land on the Mojo, like

bugs to a zapper. It wezs a reminder of

winy Denemon— my "poor southern™
friend—is such a wild success SEOTY,
We were here (o Alm a Mojo TV
show and see whar the word’s best
teal hunting looks like, Steve Big-
gers” Rocky Creek Rerrievers,com/
Teamn Warerfow] ountfit is regarded as
holdimg more blize-w inged teal than
anyhody, and our hunt out of the
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Dowble GG Lodge west of El Campo
2 no secret spot. 0% The Show, and
you better come hese at sorne poin in
your fowling travels. In a teo-week,
sixbird season starting around Sepr. 12
hunting flooded rice two hours wes
of Hooztan just off the Gulf Coast,
steve runs 350 puys by Seprember 20,
It ends a weck later

El Campo used 1o be a big time
sNow goose place "bur now we mostdy
shoot specks, and it's spectacular hune-
img,. Biggers says: Bur The Sk is in
weptemnber, when Bluewinged teal ace
heve Like mowhere else, Before these
ebegant little early birds dlear out and
Tun as far south a5 Cencral America

&

ue-winged teal are

BY SKIP KNOWLES

and even further.

The chimate is unpleazant, Hot,
gy, 50 damned buppy, and the an
niual hatch of black “Jove bugs™ means
there i3 no LECADING msects, Porrest
Ruszell, his pa Bamsey, Denmon,
Mike Morgan and Jim MceConville
were eager for the dawn and ecauld
care less about discombore. We were
there for the lovely blue-winged real.
nat ambience, but prayed for an eardy
cexol smap any way, (prayers evenrually
arwered), Guide Tvler Formest cheered
us up with a report thar when one guy
hit the bushes 1o relieve himeelfhe was
attacked by mosquitoes so brutally,
hiz rear end looked like i had caught
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OOSE BLIMPS AMD CHILLS 1N THE TEXAS HEAT

' & load of Mo, 75, Even as a Flonida boy.
I had never secn mosquitoes this big,
scary-looking things %5 of an inch long,
2 size & if vou fiyfish. You could see
their eyes, fuzzy rzzles and sroped
abdonnens.

TEXAS TRADITION
In El Campo, Pd s
hunrers, either. The spectacle of the
giant Bucky'’s convenicnoe store, a
Texas instimuion, blew my mind. People
filed in and out in cameo shires by che
dozens, non-srop, Texas-friendly and
lots of pretcy women in tight camco
cwrtfies amd kids with Slurpees chasing

BEVLET 3CET] S0 ITIARTY

dads with beer cases under their arms
Fallets of deer-feeder corn came and
went. These were just 3 few of the
ey $00,000 deve humters thar hat the
ficld cach year in Texas, and probably
BVELCY PATTY TUTS Mef |jr:- dove k‘_::-'i: TS,
We were tobd 1013 the Biggest annual
ourdoor kappening in the stare, bur
when [ arrived [ did ot knowr it was
the Big Dy, [ just hoped they weren®
all teal hunters

1 asked one £, frendly mommy who
strolled past just what was going on,
“wras ira dove opener or something?™
Az she climbed o ber Subarban, the
afficial Texas Stare Vehaele, she stared
ar mve, cocked an eye and said, “Tell
me ¥ou are joking. You aren’t from
arcund here, are poud”

Indeed, though I once lived in Cor
pus Christi, But as we drowe out 1o
the Danbie GG we saw few doves,
and none of the mobs of people we

expected 1o eee poised in every field

“That's ‘cause the doves are all on
the black dirt north of the Rig Sandy
{Creek, thats where they grow all the
rileSsorgum,” Biggers said. “WeTe
souch of the creek and the soil is all
sandy. It holds moisture well and is
terrific rice country. Which means
teal paradise”

The insanely carly migrarion of
blue-wings puts 5o many birds here
Biggers bags between 1,500 to 2000
moal years for his chienes, who flock
1o the arca from Texas and Louisiana
50 they can hunt over their dogs in
'g.;al,r:-r free water, For so many aof s,
it's the dogrs as much as the ducks tha
drive pur warerfowling cbsessaon. so
s a oool opporunicy. Snakes? Well,

they didn't geer the meno.

Draors are long i Seprember, 50 wre
weTe up at 4230, slipping on shorts to
wear under my Cabela's Gore-Tex
unimenfaned bilenninm wader-jeans,
a perfece waist-high secup for this kind
of weather. Those waders, designed
foor Alaskan moose hunters, ane the
bormb for warm weather and travel,
and mine have lasted for years.

We hike about 10 ::':lrr|': ACTOSS A
Beard to a huge blind, but ao birds are
fiying ver. I alveady in the high Bis,
and the bugs. . dear lord. A constanc
'1|_|1'r\-|'|'|!_n_5.:5.|:||_|r||_'| of insect 'I.'I.'i1'|‘l_{"=_ Then,
like a splash of cold water g2 the face,
fearhered wings op the air with thar
curbo fan modse as teal from behind
rocker through before anyone can react,




GOOSE BLIMPS AND CHILLS IN THE TEXAS HFr’kT

retindin
chey can be oo hit. The birds cinche
ot 200 vards and come strajght back

; mmh 1|_r|1.n.r=r a rrr_n]n'lrr_ oo, of
justh morial the
Ca R i s ph0ng Shos eccacthy whens mcst gys don't bt neal
read. The

0T,

wrille |11'||" out T @

smeApped a m arker, afrer lining
if up '.1r|r|'| .'|'4|'|'r_:| to mark the dowmed

= and lefr, and
iJ'J-::-:-:I.i..%g.r he nearly steps on the dead
thall fiekis .11»:!1- in

3 But a few slip guys slip our ar dusk SToppHng o stare at each other in the
Hums ]:}-.1.- Are o and retuen with raw thumbs from dark. '-‘-.'E‘uu_ thar soums
are buile. Bur just as impormant is stack
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Pre-dawn the } F ot 5,004 to 10
pine interior of che & rast brecze bre: proups and t'-hu:llc u"cr]'rui
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a dike. The vererans in the group are
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Bt 5000 DUr OpPOTTURATY seeims lost
as wee are late to ger the spread setand
hunker on a dike beside the tlooded
rice. The birds are mostly gone, and
I don't Like the setup Wy too many
peopl inearly a dozen) foe a spot with
o0y blind as wee 5t strewn along 3 prasey
rice levee. We drop a few singles and
doubdes, then ir dies as the sun creeps
up and our faces and cameras seart
to shine. One of them days, I figure.
Almost,,,

We are unprepared for whar we e
aboilr T wikness,

Singles start dippang m and splash
img, then a fewr groups. Spiris lift, and

2o dey grum barrels and in 2 matrer of

miirres we are frced to st counting
birds. Teal hunring & spotty, bt when
it 5 om i 15 mues. Birds thar were flaring
ATE T AR JUST Gabe Turm--borm
before dropping their feer and dicing
an1 direen.,

Something eood goes terribly wiomg
with me, and I start hiring everything
I showst at writh Bent TealZtee] 55 and
& Fobs Roberts short range IC choke.
Mewer a Ban of krarenerpy smaller meel
shot, ' surpeized an the effectivensss,
A group swings in from the cighe, 1
drop a clean triple while the rest of
the flock sgs to the water under fire.
Two survivors eocket upward past the
40 and 50-vard moark. MeCooville cuins
bath of thems, the second raking abour
s secomids o drop, Don'’t know if [ve
ever seen a duck Bl sg far, fim and T
knok at cach ocher, wide-pved, did that

It dow=en’s gt betmer
rabidy else sees comes blasing dowmn
the kevee far overhesd, 1 spin arcund
o1 1y knees rwisting as B as possible
while raising the gun violently and
Blam, kill a teal thar falls forever far
away with that wonderful boud plop.
Bur the group does not applaud. Any
good shots made bere are greeted by
comments Lilke “Wosr, Mike, [ didn't
knoow you could shoot them in the
air, toe” Bteve, 3 much-sought dog
traines, rurs his Lab Goose on 200-vard
reirieves while his danghrer Laura is
wirking the |'.-:-|h1.'d',:|q_ Stormy, owned
by Forrest. The pup is making grand
retrieves ong minwste then grabbing a
plastic decoy the next. '
It's over for we im o birne, bat the
hirds are just building. As we pick up
it really grets nuts, loads of real recurm-
irtg to feed, coming within 20 vards of
us az we laugh and pose for phatos
While people are standing on top of
the dike talking and yelling ar doge, a
full party of 12 in plain sighe, we are
buzzed constantly. These new binds
that came on the north wind do nod
care. We coubd have walkeed the dike
weith no decoys or calling and limited.
TWe gotta et outta here,” Steve
wonild hiss, looking nervously at the
sy, Cutting our and letting e birds
rest happy is money in the bank.
These new birds could also care
lezs about calling, while on day one
I'd warched Ramsey dirty talk several

just happent |
than this. A single
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GOOSE BLUMPS AND CHILLS IN THE TEXAS HEAT

froups Tight to ws with a liatle Primos
teal call. Blue-wings are tryivg: o land
30 vards from the Jeep as we load.

Steve's camps consistenty have good
asatprets Bloevringed teal honting, and
the food 15, well, Texas Homemade
Boudan, local grass-fed nbeves, battered
pork chops and smoked sansage. Mojo
has been coming here for vears, and T
i mazy o see why, Combined with the
dowe ganiang, 1T 18 a5 fun and Taidback
Az warerfowling pers saresde, an experi
endce a5 southern as shrimp and grirs.

The hunting is so good becanse of
thiz rice.

"I’z second growth,” Denmon says
“They cuot it early and since they'rs o
far south they get a second crop.. you
el ntn narth Lowisiana and norch
Texas and our groawing seasons aTe oot
bong enough oo sustain that,”

TEAL TALKTACTICE

Denmon loves thess lirtle Mexico-
bound Birds, and was hooked on E|
Campo from the ficss henr

“Teal everywhere want ghallow
water with food People hunt them
over big water but they are not freed
g, We want a (oot of water with
graze and seed, and i Bl Campo thar
means nce. Um owr farm in Lowisians
we prow millet and put 8 6o 10 inches
of warer on it for them.”

Green-wings are legal but ic's not
common 1 Eet one. They arrive nuch
later than the pentes] BWT,

Teal behavior can be as ermatic as thedr
flighr. In our case, they fed in rice afl
night and took off 1o some protected
place sand then chey all came back.
Your spresd can be simiple. Teal will
light amongst the decoys, Denmaon
5A¥E, 50 you don't bave oo build a big
landing hode in the middie

“Tput the spinness right where [ want
them to land and chey will generally
land right on top of them unless its a
cloudy day, 1 like something ro make
rippdes oo the water, They busz around
im theose balls, might lictle flocks, and
they can see ripples from far, You are
omly hunting them the fivst fear hours
of light, and thar’s when it’s calmess.”

He runs three-dozen or 20 scarmensd
et wigh spimmiers in the hole. A 20-paupe
% fimse foor teal, bast Denmon likes chat
Kent Tealfoee] and shoots true Hevi

| Shet whenever he can

T2 WLLECAL I

Manazal jerk cords can be tough with
teal becauze they are so fast. Denmon
likes to run hiz Flyway Peeder and
anorher called the Mama-Jama.

“The e with blue-wings & they
are 50 migratory, s¢ here-today-and-
gonetomorrow,” he says, "All you
can dex i3 seout and hope for the best.”

O gt Tezmas, Our Tast morming we
cut 21 in abour as many minees and

the guide’s rriucks back 5o hard o get
me hiz dog vommined.

Anorier highlight? A cottonmaouth
sneakily swam up to our blind. “fim,
shoot that cottonmouth in front of
pouL,” the gusde said.

“Smake!? Where?™ he pleaded.

I Enew the Ohio native would be
Ioking for 3 whole smake in frons of
himn, My southemn-rained eves spotted

What is that white noise?
Can that dull roar
possibly be ducks?

it died. Typical of Mondays—svithour
hunters to move birds around it can
o dovern qquickly,

seems every hunt haz humarous
bright sporz. That moening I'd walked
back inszide to use the restroom at 5
2. camie back onst and all the vehicles
weere gone into the empty darkness
Very funny gios, [thoughe 1 called
MoConville to learn I'd acoeally been
boft for real. Ome of our drivers chased

i

o

it’s head poking out like a turtle theee
feet i fromt of him, and obliped with a
ka-blionie ther shosvered us wirth wager,
Hah. Tankezs.

The third surprise were the Stocgers.
There i3 no queestion the mode] 3500
3. 5-inch capable) 12 a good-shooting
and reliable gun. We pounded bards
with them and had no malfunctons.
LIenrmmon Teparts 1:|:-.'i1'|g them for oo
vears with oo probleses huntmg all over

wikBosimag, com




TODAY'S FORECAST:
1007 CHANCE DF DUCKS.

u|||, X

SULKSHET CHOEE

oT8 X i o~ g e
'FOWLEST OF THE FOWL"
SINCE_:I.QBS

Fbo]é"i's

413-960-T307 » www.fowifoolers.com i




