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— he best three hunes in life are che first,
- — the last and the next. Many hunters

P may even say that their favorite duck
-~ _ 1is the next one aver the decoys, but the
e universal aura of wildfowling 15 seducing
g frec-to-go-anyw here-in-the-fe n(\]\.\s-xk_\-
e e thevedamned-well-choose birds to within '
o about 100 feet, Ity how the game is played. o | i -
¢ Greas hunts don't happen by accident either. =75 - =" = B>
3 - Understanding waterfowl’s life habiss s para- - 7 - pov { < N
= mount; skallfully using tools of the trade s - N 1%
essential. As our understanding grows, 5o oo R A e
does the world around us. Waterfowl are
migratory and we eventually find ourselves
compelled to new areas, to species unobtanable
in our own back vark, There are 50 waterfowl
species it North America alone. And suddenly
it becomes a real big world.

The rules of ‘.hc game renwin the same, bue
the playing ficlds change while hunting water-
fowl worldwide. From 16,00 feet in the
mountans o below sea level m levee-protected
settinggy, and from the river red gum swamps of
the South Pacific to ravaging seas sear the
Arcoc Circle, there exsts a spectacular vaniety
of warerfowl.

Many “np]c go their cndre lives never
knowing that it's not just about dead ducks. We
hunters know better. Destination hy :nnng 1oL
only abour 2 wophy; 1ts about the Immersive
experience of p].mn-- the game. It5 the simple
reminder of what weve n.-\pmunud thar cthose
feathered rophics shimmering n our game
TOGNIS MOST FEPresent.

Singe first exhibitung ar SCI (,on\'cvnon
YCArs ago, wWe've un_w}ul many great duc
huntng conversagens among chient-friends at
campfires and dimner tables around the v'url(i.
usually about hunong the bread-and-bute
mallards, pintails, honkers and woodies that we
all cut our teeth on. Following i a smphing of
unique gamebinds that sparked such friendships.
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King Eider

King eiders epitomize the pinnacle of
Naorth America waterfow! hunting experi-
ences. Rebnvely rare among North America
waterfowl collections, they are as spell-bind-
wigly beaunful as the remote marine environ-
ment from svhich they onginate. It's the
whete and the when that these sea ducks are
hgmited thasearns the crown,

King ¢iders are circumpolar, ranging
throughourt the arctic, wintering to subarc-
e marine climates, but the most practical
place on earth to hune them & a 40 square-
mife volcamic island located 830 miles
nordvwest of Anchorage. King eider hunt-
g oceurs in January, as the birds retreat
from ice further north to feed in the
brologcally productive Bering Sea, diving
as deep as 150-feet while feeding on
marine invertebrates.

Geming to this corner of the world is
daunting to those unfanuhar with tavel to
remote Alaska where it5 rumored that wand
originares, especrally during the wineer. Thar’s
just part of the adventure. The somber envi-
romment s cold, windy, awe-inspiring, It
humbling. The sca spray isn't so bad after
realizing 1t spnply qurns to 3o on contact.

conlinued on page
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» and just a co

feer above the water a king exder or three rocket
+ is called. You shoot. Hopetully
14 C rab

cheers and fist-bumps follow. There a

legs and prime nbs for sug

Iy, only a hnuted handful o

» avatlable cach sex

King e

v reason otherwise sane hunters

venture nto the Bering Sea - January that

T T 4T

ng expe enced sech an

and the Memory of ha

epic adventure. Associated species mclude harle-

qQuiIns, la "I.'|2 e t'\'v. winte \ ::2:\\1 SCOLCTsS

and occasional Pacth nmon cxders

Barnacle Goose
Dark skeins of barnacle geese rise from a

distant river roost. formnge a dark cloud that

drifts 1 the direction of awaitng hunters, cold
from lava The flock numbers several

hundred and looselv moves as one toward

decovs, thar dumnutive barks sounding hike as
many lap dogs, growing incessanty louder as
[h.;"'\ -_’:rsn':‘l'n* meo the .It‘n'.xj.'\

Birds fold ke love letters ar the volley; and the

red che Last prized

black lab has scarcely reco

bird when someone hisses, “more geese comng

this wa ¢ scene repeats itselt throughout the

moermning until what appears to be a halt=section
of geese of have amassed n the distance, making
the ground writhe hke heat shimmers, outcom-
peting the ing stragelers.
The acton-packed moming provided plenty of
shooung action, 1t's ame for lunch

hunters for late-morn

Once consadered a brant goose,

rhlv-atractve. mid-sized

FOOAC IS TIhOIe
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Pink-Eared Duck
“Pinkies are tiny buggers,” explains the local
gwde with a Crocodile Dundee accent. Thev

look like diminuuve shorebirds while streaking

over the decovs in tghtly bound Knots. Zebra
stripedd wiath meccon-hike eve patches, a spatulate
shaped hill that has specialized, mandibular flaps
for feeding on plankcon. and distuncrve
carotenoid pigmentation thac renders cheir
conspicuous pink e¢ar patch, these dimnutive
ducks look exactly hke what vou'ld expect i the
Eind of duck-billed plarypuses s and Lu.lu ‘k.lrs
Duck hunting m Australia 1s on one hand =
fammbiar as hunung back home, right down ro
decoying Pacfic black ducks thar respond amaz-
ingly well o mallard-sevle calls during tlooded

oselv related to cackling Can:

evidenced not only by its pmm:m@
cheek patch buc by 1ts greganous na i

habits and bark-like calss. 'ﬂlc best places

whene % ‘ ,,
the migri-

non peaks mn mzd—
Oxrober dhrough mid- ‘
November, and in the
Netherdands, whent nngiating
barnacles overvanrer but where.
due to an ant-hunong spossored -
plusyear cossation of “goose bunting season.”
harnade geese have taken up sesudency prohifer-
ated like resident geese are apt 1o do and are now
consqw.mon—humcd under bmnmcm-mucd

depredation peramsits.

omber hunts and English-speaking camaraderie.

On the other hand, its as other worldly as kanga-
roos busting deerdlike through swamp thickers,

forest canopics scething w ith rauc ous, sulpher-
crested cockaroos and bacon chee s.l‘m_.,t Is
topped with sheed beet root .nd pm-. apple.

Australia has a surprisin
duck hunung o mdude hand-carved decoys and
duck calls. Duck hunting seson spans neardy 10
months from mid-February through mad

December to encompass Seuthern Australia,

Victoria and New South Wales Provinces.
Dur: wel vears on what 5 otherwise the

dricst continent, limits are gencrous by US
standards. Other species m\ludg grey teal,
ducks, mountain shelducks. chesenut
teal, hardheads, ocea
stonally Australasian
shovelers and. 1n the
Northern Territories,

maned

Wiy ‘ MAgpIe geese, '.'vlu"'; d
L and w .1.'xd:'r|r::_r
vhisthing ducks.

Wi Several other game bird

e L Specics endemic to the
U s South Pacific may be
- ~IP hunted 1 nearby New

v Zealand to include
black swans, paradise
shelducks and pu"-:ck..x

Proxtmicy to water and abundant agn
cuiture are mmgredients for prime goose

wicat. [n addi

wae, Canada e

yprian geese, Adhering to «

reese are ereviag

1 to barnacle

rlands, a few

mmon European

‘,"-,h{'.vli\ .'l‘n:r‘:: A NO CONZenoomna |Tn’ll‘\ m x_'|r|h_'l‘
country. and the baes can be rebavely comsiderable.

rich tmadinon of



Rosy-Billed Pochard

\ » sexter-looking ducks, but
in the beholders eyve and no
embaodies the essence ol real
Ltllk’\ hull'.lII:.' [l'lxl'l "-l-:_l'l'l"".l.\ I \ bil ]
pochard. The prominent blood-red knob ar
» of the ake'’s bill seems o glow

hke an embe 1

t S tearing
vipped paper, respo
ll TE‘;! bovs to free

lec

rosy-hills show
Argentina’s most ubiquitous species, rosy

led pochards arce hunted « natural

tt dependent,
1 n truly massive marsh comy
TCMOLe argas to Tll-.‘ II-'-H?:‘ W
skills of tradimonal scour
o blind building consistently
P “l"lll l".' T HI[‘- 11 :h'.' \:li'lf.
cut practices commonly used elsewhen
I'he usual suspects of Angenana duck specics
include Chiloe wigeon: brown and white-
cheeked pintails; speckled, silves, cinnamon

-

I Ql.and ' real; white-faced. fiulvous,

1 bt




| Ge 5. Mh.mﬁxe qgmey
'spad.ﬂ:‘vmg in worldwide duck Tunting

sorlds grearest wedands, ahoays searcli-
ing for the next grear duwck ftunting
adventure, is fris commitmeent to dients
and personal life mission. Ausiralia s
amony the newest additions to @ growing
linerup thal encompasses 6 continents.
It’s duck scasen somewlere. 1isit
Ramsey Russells GetDucks.com, SCI
Dooth #4921-3925.

Western Capercaillie
After leaving the cabin about 10 pm.and walking two nules down a wind
ing bear wrail, you stand waiting in a halt-million acre wact of ancient boreal
forest at sunset. Listening intently. It’s so silent that vou imagine hearing
exhaled breath erystalize mto frost. Or maybe youne not mmagiming things
Fwenty kilometers from the Arnctic Circle, 165 only dark-dark for a couple

hours i May. but 1t tkes a tew hours for the sun 1o slowly creep over the
horizon. Ity then that capercaillic cocks ang on their lek.

o an old duck hunters ears, the four notes sound ke a marble dropped on
wet table, bouncing twice and then dnbbhing through the puddle. Perched, the

capercaillie sings with it eyes dosed. Berween notes owo and dhree, a gland in
its mner var swells resdering #t momentanly deal” The hunter-gnuide duo then
deftly two-steps towars the call, Crunddr ounde Then don't mone,

I'heir eyes are opened, kee nl’:. scarching for mcoming hens. When every-
thing comes together, the dstance 1s closed o wathin 30 meters: the bird can
be seen and cleanly tiken by shotgun. Bue it could ke nighis of the most
wonderful black forest adventune imaganable. At timwes they can't be seen, the

forest canopy 1s Just one contiguous ink-black shadow backlic by sullen sky

O the bind fhishes. Or 5 missed. Or maybe on the third mornimg an ca
ing and holding your
atop a hemlock Lk

bird anxiously sings later into the morning. Crouch

breath you peer around cover, see him cleardy percd :
Christmas angel, his ridescence sparkbng in a single beam of sunlighe, A
smile creases your face as you begin pulling the trigger

Capercaillics are the world's larzest grouse, .v.ud one of Eurasias most prized

e bards. While the birds are often rifled or hunted using poimnters durin
the winter r, spring capercatllic hunting consists of stalking prime breedin
birds as they call,

Nowhere is their density higher or the hunts purer than in parts of western
Russia. 16y an exhilaratng adventure for a noble species. During,

months, associated game bind species inclade black grouse that are b
tradinonal ground-blind methods. Hazel grouse and snow grouse (willow
prarmigan) are also commonly taken.

and game bind adventures, Wading ohe

[51



Cinnamon Teal
The richly-colored cinnamon teal, ats
1 chestnut-red body contrasting beau

tifully with sky-blue upper-wing

cold-and-black tertial highlights, 15 probably

coverts and

the foremost requested species to someone

hike me who has met with duck hunters,

helping to orgamize trophy duck hunts
waorldwide on a daily basis for the past 15
years, Rarely are cinnamon teal che last one
needed 1o complete a gamebind collection.
With distinet breeding populations in North
America and Souch America, cinnamon teal are
interesting as well as beautiful. Unlike most
North American dabbling duck species, cinna

mon teal only rarely breed in the midcontinent
prairie-parkland region. A sigmficant amount
of North America’s cinnamon teal i thoughe to
breed in remnant marshlands of California’
Sacramento Valley. Most overwinter south of
the border where they are hunted wich greac

SUCCESS .lll(;. mn prime '.‘I'.HZ! 1.

Cinnamon teal are never seen mn sizeable flocks
on wintering grounds such as North America’s
green-winged teal or Argentina’s speckled teal.
Whether 1t's a function of their discreet prefer-
ence for deeper, muck-bottomed marsh habitats
where they share a simlar diet to showelers or a
behavioral dynamie 18 unknown.

As would be expected, cinnamon teal
comprise a relaovely small portion of the bag
in Mexico and Arg

greatest density ol ¢

nuna. By contrast, the

mnamon teal on earth 1s

tound in coastal Peru, where massive flocks
assail the decoys along a thin shver of coastal
marsh habitat sandwiched between the Pacific
Ocean and the stark, Atcama Desert.

Where the beautiful but otherwise ordinary
cinnamon really earns its place in a umique game
bird listing may be in the company it keeps. In
addition to the normal line-up of Pacific and
Central flyway species, associated species in west-
ern Mexico include the Mexican duck, 2 non
migrant that 1 very doscly related to the mallard
that exists in greatest abundance 1 Mexico’s
Yaqqui Valley, and the black brant, which primarily
overnwinters along the Sea of Cortez

In Peru's coastal marshlands, white-cheeked
pintik accompany cmnamon teal n the hunting
L ot higher elevanons withm Peru’s Andes
Mountamns are puna teal, crested ducks, sharp-

%

winged teal and Andean geese, all of which are
wsually spot-and-stalked
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an:u about in ancient and nmholog!cal
literature, bar-headed geese migrate ar high aln-
tudes through the Himalayan Mountains, where
theres only about 10 percent the amount of
oxvgen fourxd at sea level. Their spring mig:
from wintering grounds m southern Asia, p—uu'
pally near the Pakistan and India mrerface, take
them through some of the most unique places
vou’'ll ever hunt waterfowl.

The remote grassland steppe of central
Mongolia appears as beautifully uninhabited as
ever. More than 40 percent of the country's

population lives in the capital ciuty of

Ulaanbaatar. Nomadic ger and horse culture
traditions persist. There are three malhon cn-
zens, 30 million head of livestock and not a
single strand of barbed wire to be found. And
where there’s water, agriculture or both, there
exists impressive numbers of unique waterfowl
such as the elegant bar-headed goose, which
can be hunted nearly nowhere else on earth.

Breeding pairs of bar-heads secem to key 10 on
uny, alkaline springs nestled among secluded
pockets of sand dunes \\'])crl: they feed on
protemn-ric h fairy shrimp. Finding them takes
scouting and a hietle luck. Ruddy and common
shelducks, swan geese, Eurasian wigeons are
endemic Asian speces commeonly taken m associ-
ation with bar-headed geese. Depending on
nugrational tmung, other possible speaes inchade
carzaney teal and eastern spot-billed ducks.

Binoculars, patience and improvised game
plans are important elements for successfully
hunting 1n the cultural absence of a water
fowl huntung tradicion. Finding waterfowl
among 2 landscape as vast as Mongolia can
be like finding the proverbial needle in a
haystack, and must then be hunted using bare
essentials because no martter what you
packed. most of your tool box is sitting back
home 6,800 miles away, which is really one
of the most beautiful aspects of the entire
experience. OF any hunting experience. It’s
how the game 1s played.
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4 GetDucks.com

World’s'Best Trophy DuckiHunting And Wingshooting Adventures

As genuine American waterfowlers ourselves, we know that our Arrentina and Mexico hunts are
) D

superior experiences, but they're only the beginning. Explore bird hunting adventures on 6 continents.

y

Our reputation is for making your world gamebird ambitions a priority. Come see why.

Visit GetDucks.com to see our growing list of destinations.

Ramsey Russell GetDucks.com | 601.214.9737 | ramsey@getducks.com [£][»




