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An eEplosicon ak 15 years old left Ramasy Fusisll hoipitalioed with dociors tslling his pareats that he may lowe an arm and bath lege — iF he Bves, While lying in thit
hosgital bed the bean swens he weuld never again miss the tradition of hunting doves on epening day with his grandathear.

DUCK HUNTER FROM MISS.
TRAVERSES THE GLOBE

Russell overcame odds,
crealed new experiences

Briam Broam

P S Ol Ladga
LISA TODWY MITETRE

Om Moy I7, 982, Ramsey Russell's
heart stopped benting,

Fuseell, hest hwnwesks sy of 15, was
padnting the garage door of his Gamily
homee, The paint was oil-based, 0 ke
uaed gasoline te chean the brush inoa
stoags room. A water heater pilot light
tummed fumes inte fames, sl D peom
explnded Int a fireball.

“That nkght, | died,” Russell, of Bran-
dom, tald the Claron Ledger in Deoem
her. “They hit me with the padedles and
hecught e back o life.”

Drecines sakd he had an B percent
chanca of lhving.

The Teak accklent was supposed o
take swny three of Baseell's four linshs
anel would have mede it mpossible ta
el what he Lo et — bunting.

fussell grew up in the Missssippl
Dedta = otk banks of Lake Fergason in
Greenyille - and be grew up luntiog and
fizshing. His gmndfxther wos his mentor,

Together, they hunied desr, ducks
arel divres

“My fomdest memory of hunting in
Missiseipgl 18 dowe hunting” Bosse)
said I sterted pobng witls gramdaddy
wiwen 1 was five or six vears ald.”

Bait this k=n't & atory nbsnst i manw o
escaped death hut lost what he lsed 1o
do mast in life. Becanse Russell didn't
jusa survive - he stamed deatls in the face
arel lved, oveeenme the: oidids ared hina
spent his adulthood creating mew cul-
tural experiendces by doing what he
lwes = travmling the woeld and hanting
ducks,

A dark place

Inmediately aftes the socident, Rus-
sl coulde  memmmber  things  Far
months, He was in eRcrEciating pain
Tponm ke second and thivd -degpee burns
that coversd almess 75 poreent of his
hﬂ"!r' He apsnt o weaka in [Dleiysive
e argl was moved e oa b center in
Galveston, Texas.

He desscribed the pest Four months s
a palch-dock nhimaere. To oope, 1he
ey put Tiieeedl inge whint he described
an a sell-induced ooms,

Bpiritually  and  emotonally 1
crawled deep in & mabhit hobe,” Russedl
s, “I's pdark place. IUCs 8 humen way
of coping.”

Decdors were unable to elieve the
pain with medications: becmsse the
dmps would slosw the grossth of =kin
e Tor gralfting,

He weas bathied in diluted biesch and
el tssse el 10 b Toecpuemily scrapoed
Tromn his body

O pipht during recovery, Russsl]
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Ruisisl's Labrader, Coapar, chedintly jumps inte the Back of the truck alter

wery wet walk out at Willow Break Hunting Camp in Warren County.

FHOTOE By BARERAL GEUNTT/CLAROH LERGER

=il he hed & dream, He was walking
down @ stone hinllway in s costle with
presence behind him. The presence
talked to Fuesedl apd calmed lim, Bus-
=¢ll mald he then came 2 & wll, cpen
windaw ard caiteide it was a beauatifal
day with blue skies, The tempeeaiure
wins perfect nnd green genas invited him
o wialk hanefont theough it

Foussell eaid the weice told him ke
ekl o eutaide, walk In the gmsa and
the pain would el Instead, he was
vaLilted bnek se reality

I woke up screnming, ‘Gosd, save
e, Russell said, *I was abealshely
awnre after that, | was ot of that tabhit
haolde,”

Bouncing back

Fussell remsained in the buen center
far twen more monthe, He underwent
avep TO surgerbes and docionms were able
1o sz hiss arm s legs,

Hewwewaer, peconvery wias Far From eom -

Finishing high school was difficolt
Mope surgeriee and physieal therapy
took time, The 16-vear-odd's scars and
Bandapes also ook Ceir toll

“Le Bt wagrt o e the bowse, bar
hael to po e schonl,” Fuesell sakd "It
waan't & had Ty senior vear beause |
skippend half of it

In fact, b skipped =0 many classes
that didp't graduste

Momths later, though, he fimished
high achao] amnd later enmclled a1 com-
munity college, He then transfemed to
Mliasissippd State University and samed
& clegres in lopestry, His sell-esteem -
R0 T improve, too

He started cveling and swimming in
high =ehwaal and hie body  bacame

STOTEET,

Whike aiterding M5, he even pode
hi= bicyele from Boston te the West
Coant, a TA-diy jourmey that mised
$31 0000 for thee Mississippl Burm Can-

“I dide'n think Uhere sas anyihing 1
cogkdn’t  accomplish,”  Russell  sald
“That's what 1 ressled,”

Ard the aceomplishimarts kept com-
ing. Russell finlabed his forestry degres
arel completed praduate schoal, He
msarried ared had children. He nkao com
pikd ap impressive peswme of forestry
jobas i bt the private sectos and feder-
al prvemment,

His love of the cutdoors alse grew,
particularly duck hunting. He began go-
ing to Canacdn where he and friends
hurted with an outfitter, The oumber of

that went with him grew =o
mich, the atfitter aeked Bussell ta ks
gin booking hunts, Fussell stared
GetDuck s conm, an enline asimsess (hal
henked humding teips in Conada ard A7
penting

The business was well-received and
hegan we peguine more ardd more Timse
Beertweeem fuis jodo with the federal govern-
e, & =ie business of [omesiry oon-
axilting and GetDscka com, Russel] was
anmstimes  missing o amd  thees
nights of sleep per week

A path of adventure

Ruseell and his wife knesw be b o
chosse p path, Leaving asteady fabwith
henefits wasn'T easy, b in 2000 Russe]
il & dlecision

“I1 just Kepl grating ol me,” Russell
Fahj. “This I what 1 wani to do, This is

afe”

Prugsall continued toofles mare humie

AfEaT & wet morneng et Willew Braak
Hunting Camp, Ramaey Russsll pulls
off hix rain gear before heading in to
get warm and dry. Mt abaut
qu-_uluﬂg Eheat 'l-llﬂ cataicle the
docr says, “Thiant,"”

in places largedy unknowsm o the hunt-
irgg cormmunity and his business ok on
& life of 18 own.

“We've brought =0 many lumis 1o the
verled the watld binan't heand of,* Ruseell
cadd, “amerhnijan, Pakistan, Swedan, the
Hetherlands, South Africa, Australla,
Pemd; some of the werld s gresest duck
Thuints

“Mongelin — whowver heard  of
shooting bar-lsepded peese in Mongo-
i wWe'me adways lnoking and discoser-
ing huimta

Booliong lunts is only part of te
husiness,  Tussell  persanally  hests
sy lumis and travels to find e le-
cations, In the last 16 months s hant-
o an slx econtinents and averapes 150-
200 days of travel per year,

“IUe an sdventire,” Pusssd] said, “I11s
like: being Christopher Colimings®

Alrheugh it bas its downsides, Puae-
all realizes hes lving whal  many
woulld consider & dream, He trvels the
vorld, experiences different cultures
argl Tood, s makes Trfends Be ol -
vilag would b pever met, He also
realizen that if it were not for the exgplo-
ko thet alencst kiled him ardd the scars
that semind him of i, b swould not be
vilsere o i= neday,

“Ialmeet died,” Bussel snkd, “1ve gol
phietoa of clients that died,

WAt takie life for graried, You're
api heeath away from net having 18, 1
learmed thiat &t Do voung of an age, Life
ig bl living, oot just doing. I1 mace
T vy, very thiiceny to live Dife oo e fud-
best, It's a mighty big world, but Fa go-
irme T s U
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