HUNTING v ria Hunting & Conservation manager Glenn Fallo

Annual NT trek with a twist

Right from the very beginning of the planning stage, it was evident that our annual
hunting trip to the Northern Territory was going to be bigger than Ben-Hur this year.

ot only had interest grown

proportionately with the amount of

southerners keen to tag along, but
there was international interest as well,
and anything that involves the modern-
day Chrstopher Columbiis of waterfowling
- huntes, forester, and wildife biologist
Ramsey Russell - seems to grow quickly.

By the time accommodation, flights and
land transport were arranged, the trip
ncluded three South Austrabans, nine
\Victorians, two Northern Territonians and
four North American \IPs, for a total of 18
people, four vehicles, two houses and a
cabin -~ and a logstical nightmare of eplc
proportions

Ramsey was bringing a couple of world-
leading scentists and a videographes

with him, and before we knew it the
necessary permits were being sought that

ore
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would enable scientific samphing and the
collection of waterfowl specimens that
were gestned to be museurn exhibits in
the United States

Was it worth the effort? Was it a
successful trip? Did we enjoy every minute
of 1?7 Absolutely

The four days prior to heading to the NT
were spent in Victoria, filming, podcasting,
and taking samples from frozen Victorian
bircds that had been generously donated by
Field & Game Australia volunteers, board
members and staff

The new FGA national office at Connewarre
Wetland Centre was a hive of activity

and was the perfect place at which to
undertake the task at hand.

Eventually, the Victorians made it to the
NT and joined the others late on a Monday

ﬂ'

evenng, and everyone was aghast that
our first meal together was KFC and not
something from the great outdoor pantry!
Sut it was late, and there had been no
chance to shop for food or prepare it if

we had - and anyway, turns out this was
our last non-game meat meal for a week.
Spanish mackerel, magpie goose and duck
were on the menu for the remainder of
our trip, presented in almost every way
vou could Imagine. fu’T\'. akt\a. dim sims,
demplings, stir-fried, roasted, barbecuad,
slow cooked, deep fried southern style,
tomahawk steaks, schnitzels, poppers
— and it was all presented as if we were
sitting in a posh restaurant

The hunting was outstanding, Full imits
were achieved on almast every outing,
and on the few occasions an individual
oxdin't achieve 3 limet in the marning they
went back in the evening to finish off,




The weather was kind, the locals were
welcoming the crocodiles didnt manage
to eat anybody and even the insects
focused an only one member of the
hunting party — and he gets eaten alive
every year, 5o he's used to it!

Ramsey Russell of Getducks.com along
with Justin Meuller Phatography have
created a short film that highlights the
hunting opportunities in one of Austraka's
vildest outback regions. The landscapes,
expeniences and wild feod opportunities
are world-class and should be experienced
by all waterfowlers at least once in a
lifetime.You can wiew the video on YouTube
at this link: https:fwww.youtube.com/
watch?vsR5gVx28IPzM&L=2 15,

When it comes to the scientific portion of
the trip, we were graced by the presence
of Andrew Engilis Jr, curator from the

Museum of Wildife and Fish Biology at the
University of California's Department of
Wildife, Fish and Conservation Biology in
Dawis, California, and D Philip Lavretsky of
the University of Texas, El Paso.

Andrew spant the majority of his time
skinning magpie geese - which are
endemic to northemn Austrakia - and ducks
that had been donated by Australian
hunters to help fill the gaps in the
museum's holdings, During the course of
10 days, Australian hunters donated more
than B0 birds representing 10 species of
endermic Australian waterfowd

“Adding these specimens will help us fulfil
our goal of housing most of the world’s
diversity of waterfowl, some 140 species;
a museum spokesperson said,

“These specsmens will be instrumental In

teaching in our labs, museum and courses
tavght in WFBC

“We could not have been successiul without
our friends and hunters from Fiekd & Game
Australia, particularly Glenn Fallawho
worked closoly with the MWFE during the
planning phases and during our visit”

Andrew’s work was supported by Phil
Lavretsky, Associate Professor of Biological
Schences at the Uneversity of Texas El Paso
(UTER), Dr Lavretsky's research program is
interdisciplinary and transcends landscape,
evolutionary, and conservation genomics

to study speciation, evolution, adgaptation,
and the role of gene flow. Owerall, the
objectives of his research are to determine
the distribution of genetic diversity across
speces’ ranges to understand (1) the extent
to which adaptive and non-adaptive genetic
dwersity shapes population structure, >>
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ncluding (2) wha s are respongblie

for geograpt Vversus alternative

selective press L, SENUQ selection)

(3) how contemporary pressures influence a

e, and (4) how best

specie:

this information to establsh better

twou
management and consernvation practces

o answer thesa questions, Dr Lavret

oys next-generation techniques to

genc-fa’.»e g"l‘.:'l'n‘--'.'mjz‘: \arkers for vano

taxa and to link genetic vanation to ¢

population t interest

lo ad other
Northern Territory, Field & Game Australia’s

studies whale we were in the
wee-chairman Trent Leen, board member
Haul Sharp and | collected blood clots from
ducks and geese for the Western Austratia
Department of Health - notably samples for

flavivirus (Japanese encephalitis virus, Kunjin

and Murray Valley encephaktss virus)

Previously it has been believed that herons

ned the pr

ary natural

V, however thes might be an

n, Expenmental studies

rds of other taxa could
aiso be L.:r' Of the réservoir Commun ty, with
chickens and domestic ducks developing

vwremia when infected with JEV. Recently,

ever natural JEV-viraemia in wild

Dird species i Austraka was detected usin

molecular mvestigation methods i two Pacifi
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But enough of the serious matters
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of our American friends N

VitIes we the schedule

Victonan restaurants benelited from our

visitors trying the local favourites, Australian
food traditions were shared with Vegemite
and Tim Tams being high on the 'must-try
Ii5t, and the Howard Springs Tavern in Darwin

earneg a goflar or two from our wsit

Coolalinga Guns and Ammunition staff were
left smiling all the way to the bank, and

"“!p any, camaragc

erie and banter was

The waterfowling, as mentioned previously

was outstanding and prc vy some of the
pest we ced. Jason Farrugia of

B K Adventures was rt of the
support crew, and a group of the lads did a
half-day h‘hmg C h.:' with Jason to show

their apprecation Nas an adventure,

crew enduring a fairly significant

¢ to daylight. At one

} '18 compietely the
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Dr Philip Lavretsky, of the University
- of Texas, expertly skins a waterbird
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The local knowledge that Jason has gathered
sance moving north was invaluable in putting
us “on the X', and some new argas were
explored. Small sharks and seasickness aside,
it was just another piece of a wonderful
puzzie that was the tour of 2023

Dwayne Devanny arranged leave from his job
on Groote Evlandt in the Gu¥ of Carpentaria
to be a part of the adventures — and as
always he stepped into the role of general
dogsbody and performed tasks such as
retrieving birds with a fishing rod from
shallow water, setting decoys in areas that
looked too croc-infested for all but the mos
brave, and taking cur American friends on the
Adelaide River Jumping Croc Tour where they
even received T-shirts to rememb

and the NT thanks to Dwayne's generos

Additionally, Dwayne provided fresh

fish, his culinary skills and a whaole lot of
entertainment and knowledge. | seem to
recall the Americans referring to him as

the Crocodde Dundee of the group, as he
appeared never happier than when he was
up to his neck in muddy croc-infested waters
perfarming some essential task

Unfortunately, there was an element of
danger involved in our journey, and a brief
overview of that week and the days following
reveals a minge modification to the length of
a left thumb (alcohol and kitchen knives late
in the evening are not a good combination),
and a mixture of mysterious ilinesses that led
eventually to several members of the party
contracting COVID-19. The worst-hit needed
to be ak-lifted to hospital and admitted to
intenseve care after returneng to their home
state, and as senous as the matter was - and
believe me, it was extremely serious for a
whale there — we can safely ok back now
and guestion the fortitude of some, with a
half-glass of concrete having been mentioned
as a possidie requirement once or twice

To the Bendigo, Geelong, Keith (South
Australia) and NT FGA members ¢
supporting the “US Tour of 20237 thank you!

To the Northern Territory FGA branch who
welcomed us 1o their shoot on our last day
in town (an annual tradition), loaned us
equipment and ass

export of scientific samples, we canm

you enough. Your branch members are the
epitome of what FGA re and some
of us were even treated 1o the best magpie
goose laksa this side of the black stump!
Thank you Coxy and the commettee for your
oNgoing support.

And finally, to all our valued members and
volunteers who gave up trophy birds that had
been set for future taxidermy and instead
donated them i the name of science, the
extent of your generosity makes us very proud
and we extend our heartfeit appreciation
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Specimen data is panstakingly
documented Lo aid in waterbird research,
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Dr Lavretsky takes a tissue
sample from a magple goose.
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NOTE: Field & Game Australia staff and board members who
participated in this adventure and its associated research
activities did so in their own time and at their own expense.

Haustraliasmostsurprisingconservationists
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KEYS FOR ACCESS TO HUNT AT HEART MORASS DURING VICTORIAN DUCK SEASON AVAILABLE NOW
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